
JOINT MEETNG  
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY & 

GREATER DOWNTOWN TIF ADVISORY BOARD 
August 23, 2016 

M I N U T E S  
  

Present: George Sterling, Adam Hamilton, Chubb Whitten, Peter Robinson, and 
Cy Gregg, Martha Schaefer, Jason Garland, 

Jeanne Dietsch, Pelagia Vincent and Jim Albridge were in the audience. 

Also Present: Laura Norton, Administrative Assistant, Office of Community 
Development  

 
Request for Letter of Support – TAP Grant to extend the Common Pathway: 
Rodney Bartlett spoke briefly about a Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) 
Grant administered by NH DOT. He noted the grant would increase non-motorized 
transport (pedestrian, bicycle transport) from Summer Street at the Fire Station to 
Depot Park and the new Riverwalk and parking area on Grove Street. “This would 
create a formal designation for the Common Pathway to follow. It would formalize 
the alignment” he said.  
 
Mr. Bartlett went on to note the re-use of the railroad corridor including the two 
piers and two abutments originally constructed in 1904 and 1911. “We have a 
letter of support from the Heritage Commission, the Board of Selectmen are on 
board and we are looking for a similar letter from the EDA and the Greater 
Downtown TIF” he said. When asked about the cost, Mr. Bartlett replied “a total 
value of a million dollars” adding “it would be an 80/20 (Federal/Town percent) 
funded project and we would take the $200,000 dollar request to Town Meeting in 
May of 2017.” 
 
Mr. Bartlett listed several improvements (traffic calming, increased greening, 
elevated intersections, raised crosswalks and entirely ADA accessible) that would 
be the result of receiving the grant. Ms. Dietsch asked if the lighting would be solar 
with Mr. Bartlett replying “no, LEDs.” Mr. Whitten interjected “clearly (again) 
Peterborough is leading the way in green sustainability.” Mr. Bartlett reiterated the 
presence of a clear pedestrian corridor and told the members “it does not take long 
to get to a million dollars” adding “and DOT has recognized this as well increasing 
its minimum grant allowance of $100,000 to one million to $300,000 to one 
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million.” Chair Sterling asked about the timeframe with Mr. Bartlett noting “the 
application is due September 2nd and we should hear in October.” 
 
 Mr. Hamilton asked about installing conduit (underground) service while the 
upgrades where being completed. Mr. Bartlett replied “we have some now on 
Grove Street, some of it has been damaged, some locations have been lost” adding 
“I suggest if you are not going to use it right away that you do not bury it.” 
 
Mr. Robinson asked about the future of the current Fire Station location. Mr. 
Bartlett noted “with no specific plan for the Fire Station we would re-use at least 
some of it for parking.” Mr. Robinson noted that location (eventually) has a good 
potential for downtown housing “for millennials or people downsizing that want to 
stay in town.” 
 
It was noted the Greater Downtown TIF Committee Advisory Board members Mr. 
Gregg and Mr. Albridge were in the audience. Mr. Gregg called the Greater 
Downtown TIF Committee to order.  Mr. Robinson asked “is there enough TIF 
money to consider this?” Mr. Bartlett replied “no (and) we are not looking for any 
TIF funds at this point.” 
 
A motion was made/seconded (Albridge/Robinson) to provide a letter of support 
from the Greater Downtown TIF Advisory Board for the expansion of the 
Common Pathway through an application of a Transportation Alternative Grant 
with all in favor.  
 
Following their lead, a motion was made/seconded (Hamilton/Whitton) to provide 
a letter of support from the Economic Development Authority for the expansion of 
the Common Pathway through an application of a Transportation Alternative Grant 
with all in favor.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:35 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Laura Norton  
Administrative Assistant 


